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Placing objects in the mouth
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Actions of Mari and her mother Actions of Ida and her mother 
Mari’s mother restricted her movements by a number of 
means, including 

-directing her attention towards nearby objects (“Look! 
There’s a teddy in the pram!” when Mari was standing 
about in the play area, surveying its contents), 
-direct prohibition (when Mari was experiencing the joy 
of moving around and exploring the various features of 
the play area,    
-offering something else with which to play 

Her mother’s encouraging attitude towards Ida’s 
movements was apparent in various contexts. 
Characteristically, Ida’s mother reacted to her moving 
during play. For example, at 17 months Ida pushed the pram 
in which the teddy bear was sitting. Ida started to head out 
of the play area towards the general area of the laboratory. 
Mother waved and said: ”Bye, bye! Are you off for a 
walk?” However, Ida then noticed something more 
interesting and went no further. 

 

Actions of Mari and her mother Actions of Ida and her mother 
Mari took first the doll and then its pillow, bringing them one 
at a time to her mother. Mother accepted the objects but 
eventually commented to the effect that it was Mari that 
should be playing with them.   
Throughout the entire stage that Mari brought objects, her 
mother’s reactions were of discomfort and stress, sometimes 
even repelling Mari’s proffering (“Don’t give them to me! Go 
and play on the floor!”; “Don’t start bringing me all that lot!  
Am I supposed to play with them?”) 

Typically, Ida’s mother continued the bringing of objects as 
a game. For example, Ida took a telephone off the shelf and 
brought it to her mother. Mother asked, ”Who’s there? Is it 
daddy? Hello, hello! Thanks. Yes. Oh! You want to talk to 
Ida? Here she is!” Mother then passed the receiver to Ida. 
Ida took the receiver, put it to her ear and with her other 
hand turned the dial.   
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